April 24, 1861.?Dr M'Cowan, in the Chair.
excessive. Whisky was again administered, and with partial success for a time, as she said that she felt better; ergot was also given, and the uterus kept well contracted. This improvement was only momentary, as she once more relapsed: her mind began to waver; she talked quite incoherently, tossed about the bed, and did not know any one around her: sometimes the pulse could not be recognised at all, and at other times it was found to be rapid and extremely weak. The repetition of the stimulant did not appear to have any further effect in increasing the strength of the pulse, and her condition appeared to be very critical. " At this period, Dr Somerville, being in the neighbourhood, kindly saw the case along with me, and he remarked that although the pulse was so very weak, the countenance was not so blanched as we would expect to find from haemorrhage, and we agreed that the amount lost was insufficient to account for the symptoms, and lhat ' shock' must have had something to do with it. I once attended a patient who was affected in a similar manner, but in whom the prostration was fatal, and that Avithout the occurrence of any haemorrhage whatever. The There were three patches of atheromatous deposit in the intra-pericardial portion of the aorta, each about the size of the head of a pencil, and at one of these points the vessel had given way and allowed the escape of blood into the pericardium.
-Dr Figg mentioned a case where a patient died suddenly during a very severe labour; and added, that in the church at Accrington there was a tablet to the memory of one of the Peel family, who had died in that way. With regard to Professor Simpson's observation as to the effect of chloroform on the pulse of his patient, he (Dr Figg) begged to remark, that he had several times had occasion to notice the same effect of chloroform in steadying a quick, uncertain pulse. When the drug was new he used to watch its effect with great care, and had found that at first it seemed to stimulate the heart's action in the same way as morphia and alcohol, although its effect in large doses was to suspend the action of the heart. Dr MlCowan stated that he had been assisted by Dr Littlejohn in dissecting the body of a servant-woman, who had died very suddenly whilst cleaning a grate, and who it was suspected had been the subject of some foul play. But, as in Dr Balfour's case, death had resulted from the escape of blood into the pericardium from a small perforation in the root of the aorta.
II. TWIN ABORTION.
In the absence of Dr Moir, the Secretary showed a preparation of two placenta} which had been expelled, along with a quantity of coagulated blood, in a case where a lady had aborted of twins at the fifth month. Some of the coagula were very firm, and fitted into a depression on one of the placentae, from which haemorrhage had probably taken place, so as to interfere with the circulation in the placenta. Death of the corresponding foetus, and the expulsion of itself and its^ twin, had resulted. Perhaps the most remarkable circumstance in connexion with the case was, that the heart of the surviving foetus continued to pulsate for more than an hour after it had been separated from the mother. 
